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Silesian countrymen wanted at least to have the road-junction
of Cracow. And yet has not this treaty proved wise from the
point of view of policy ? In case at some future date a union
between the powers should ever be effected, it would not
have been wise to add fresh mortifications to the defeats on
the battlefield. This was a foresight which went hand in
hand with generosity. Or if we consider the foundation
of the Zollverein, the confidence of the small States in
the upright dealing of Frederick William III. was a very
important political asset for Prussia. Looking at the matter
as a whole, then, we see that it is by no means true that the
decision of diplomatic questions is a matter of cunning.
On the contrary, a sincere and honest policy builds up a
national reputation which is a power in itself; for neigh-
bouring States come to feel that they can depend on the
government of such a State, and the State acquires a certain
moral authority.

" Journalistic phrasemongers, to be sure, talk about
great statesmen as if they were a disreputable class of men,
and as if lying were inseparable from diplomacy. Just the
opposite is the truth. The really great statesmen have
always been distinguished for their candour. Frederick
the Great, before every one of his wars, explained with the
utmost decision just what he wanted to accomplish. He
did not scorn to use the weapon of cunning, but, on the
whole, truthfulness was a predominant trait in his character.
And how remarkable too, on the whole, was the massive
sincerity of Bismarck, for all his craftiness in single instances.
And for Bismarck candour was a most effective weapon,
for when,he spoke out his intentions frankly, the inferior
diplomats always imagined that he intended to do just the
opposite. If we examine the various human professions,
in which of them shall we find the most lying ? Evidently
in the world of commerce, and so it has always been. In
trade-advertisements lying is a regular system. Contrasted
with it, diplomacy seems as innocent as the dove. And
between the two there is this vast difference. If an un-